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Dear Parishioners of the Shrine of St. Therese,

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus looks upon the hungry crowd with compassion and
refuses to send them away. From what appears to be so little—five loaves and two
fish—He feeds everyone, with abundance to spare. St. Paul also reminds us why we
can trust Jesus so completely: "nothing can separate us from the love of Christ."

With that confidence, this weekend’s bulletin includes several official

communications from the Diocese of Pueblo and Bishop Berg concerning matters
affecting the life of ourlocal Church (the Diocese of Pueblo). I encourage you to take a

few moments to read these messages prayerfully and thoughtfully.

Together, let us continue to place our trust in the Lord, who never ceases to nourish,

guide, and care for His people and His Church.

In Christ,
Fr. Michael
Daily Mass Schedule Weekly Mass Schedule Sacrament of Reconciliation Office Hours
Tuesday through Friday Saturday Saturday Monday — Friday
7:00am 4:30pm 3:00pm — 4:00pm 9:00am — Noon
Sunday Or by appointment &
1st Saturday 8:00am (also Livestream to YouTube) Monday-Thursday
7:00am & 11:00am 1:00pm - 3:30pm

Liturgy of the Hours— Morning Prayer Tuesday — Friday 6:30am

Eucharnstic Adoration in St. Therese Chapel: Tuesday — Friday; 7:30am to 6:00pm Rosary begins at 6:00pm
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP
July 26, 2026

Dear Parishioners of the Shrine of St. Therese,

[ write this letter with profound regret and heartfelt sorrow. Through the dedication of
teachers, staff, parents and benefactors, St. Therese Catholic School has contributed to the spiritual
lives and successful careers of countless students in the Pueblo community for 26 years. Over the
past few years this dedication and sacrifice has been most apparent as teachers and staff struggled
through a series of financial losses, with a declining enrollment, seeking solutions to stay open and
provide Catholic education for our students.

The administration of the school has always involved a balancing act of securing funding to
pay necessary expenses and relying on the generous dedication and sacrifice of school personnel,
teachers and staff. The State of Colorado provided hope for funding assistance with the initiation of
the BOCES home assistance program two years ago, which allowed the school a window of
continuing its operations. However this program has now been cancelled throughout the state and
these crucial funds, which amounted to approximately 50% of the tuition needed to run the school,
are no longer available.

Deacon Allan Medina, Diocesan superintendent of schools; Gerard Flores, STCS principal;
the STCS school board; members of the Diocesan Finance Council; the Diocesan College of
Consultors; expertise from other dioceses and professional entities; all of these and more have been
consulted as to ways in which STCS may be able to move forward. Since STCS is a school of the
Diocese of Pueblo, the consultative process was extensive. It should be noted that the Parish of the
Shrine of St. Therese, having no fiscal or administrative responsibility for the school, yet has been
consistently generous with subsidies and scholarships over the years. As have so many benefactors
who have given time, talent and treasure to Catholic education.

Various operational scenarios were proposed. None of these scenarios were found to be
either presently applicable, acceptable or in any way hopeful. In the meantime, enrollment has
continued to decline through the summer, and the financial outlook has continued to deteriorate.

It is my sad duty to report to you now, that St. Therese Catholic School is no longer open for
enrollment for the coming 2026-2027 school year. We pray that Our Lord is with our students and
teachers. For those parents interested in transferring their children to St. John Neumann Catholic
School, please contact their office. There will be some tuition assistance available for transfer

students.

For all we pray, that Jesus may now carry us through this next important transition and a
renewal of hope, and that the Holy Spirit light our path into the future.

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

r S

Most Rev. Stephen J. Berg
Bishop of Pueblo

101 North Greenwood Street » Pueblo, CO 81003-3164 » (719) 544-9861 ext. 1122 « email; officeoibishop@dioceseofpueblo.org « www.diopueblo.org
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP
July 26, 2026
DIOCESAN ADVISORY FROM BISHOP STEPHEN BERG

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

In fulfillment of my pastoral responsibility to guide, protect, and oversee the spiritual and temporal
affairs of the People of God in the Diocese of Pueblo, I am issuing a critical pastoral directive regarding
recent events within our diocese.

Notice Regarding Unauthorized Fundraising Activities

Please be advised that private, unauthorized fundraising activities have been occurring within our diocese
and through various parish networks without the necessary canonical approvals. According to Diocesan
policy and Canon Law 1268, all private fundraising through the Diocese of Pueblo or its parishes is
strictly prohibited unless it has been formally presented to and approved by myself and the Diocesan
Finance Council or is part of an official Mission Cooperative.

To prevent confusion and to maintain proper financial stewardship, no parishioner, parish group, or
apostolate is permitted to raise funds or coordinate collections for the following individuals or
organizations:

Rev. Canice C. Enyiaka,

Rev. Chrysogonus Nwele
Rev. Selvanathan Soosai
Stewards of Hope Foundation
Drops of Hope Foundation
Providing Hope to Nigeria

Any fundraising actions or promotions associated with these individuals or entities are entirely
unauthorized and conflict with diocesan policies. I have spoken personally with the bishops and superior
of the home dioceses and religious order about the establishment of these fundraising entities. The
bishops have no knowledge of nor have authorized any such initiatives, nor do they know where the
money has been applied nor how it has been spent. If any funds have been collected under these names,
the diocese requires it should be immediately returned to the proper donors. We ask all the faithful to
remain vigilant and ensure their good-faith charitable giving is directed through approved Catholic
ministries and entities recognized by the Official Catholic Directory.

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

f
Most Rev. Stephen J Berg
Bishop of Pueblo

101 North Greenwood Street » Pueblo, CO 81003-3164 « (719) 544-9861 ext. 1122 » email: officeotbishop@dioceseofpueblo.org « www.diopueblo.org
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July 26, 2026
DIOCESAN ADVISORY FROM BISHOP STEPHEN BERG

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

In fulfillment of my pastoral responsibility to guide, protect, and oversee the spiritual and temporal
affairs of the People of God in the Diocese of Pueblo, I am issuing a critical pastoral directive regarding

recent events within our diocese and the universal Church.

Notice Regarding the Declaration of Schism of the Society of Saint Pius X (SSPX)

I 'wish to bring to your attention a solemn matter concerning the universal Church. Following the illicit
episcopal consecrations conducted in Ecdne, Switzerland, without a pontifical mandate and against the
direct warnings of the Holy See, the Vatican’s Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith issued a formal
decree declaring the Society of Saint Pius X {SSPX) to be in a state of formal schism.

The Holy See has made it clear that this deliberate act of disobedience has severed communion with the
Roman Pontiff and the Catholic Church. Consequently, the faithful are strictly admonished of the

following:

» The bishops involved and the ministers belonging to the SSPX are considered schismatic and
have incurred automatic (/atae sententiae) excommunication.

+ The sacraments administered by SSPX ministers are illicit; furthermore, the Holy See has
explicitly declared that the sacraments of Penance (Confession) and Matrimony administered
by SS5PX priests are invalid.

o Clerics and lay faithful are warned not to formally adhere to or participate in the celebrations and
activities promoted by the SSPX, as doing so carries the grave risk of incurring the same penalty
of automatic excommunication.

« It has come to my attention that the Society of Saint Pius X (8SPX), as well as other schismatic
sects representing themselves as Roman Catholic, may be celebrating illicit or invalid sacraments
within our diocese. Therefore, for the supreme good of souls and the protection of your spiritual
well-being, it is my bounden duty to advise the faithful of this situation so that you are not
misled by those lacking lawful jurisdiction and communion with the Chair of Peter.

I exhort all the lay faithful of the Diocese of Pueblo to remain steadfast in full communion with the
Universal Church and the Roman Pontiff. Let us lift our prayers for unity, reconciliation, and the healing
of this painful rupture in the Body of Christ.

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

+ SR
Muost Rev. Stepher( ] Berg
Bishop of Pueblo

101 Neorih Gresnwood Street » Puebie, 0O B1003-3164 » {719) 544-9861 exdt. 1122 » email: officeoibishop@dioceseoipuelio.org » www diopueblo.org
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Ministry Schedule for Aug. 8% & Aug. 9%

Saturday August 8" —4:30pm

Lector—Megan Janson

Altar Servers — Josh Costello

Sacristan — Rose Wertz

EMHC —-Deacon Carl, Judy Montera,
Ruben Roman

Porter — Connie Roman

Sunday, August 9th — 8:00am

Lector — Edelia Meier

Altar Servers — Nate Hawkins, Max Metoyer

Sacristan — Michele Prado-Landreth

EMHC - Deacon Carl, Doug Berg,
Barbara Berg

Porter — Gladys Dierks

Coffee & Donuts — Frankie Ballas &
Jennifer Giadone

Sunday, August 9th — 11:00am
Lector— Catherine Thomas-Kratzer
Altar Servers — Theo Daneluk, Kellum Hendrix
Sacristan — Al Pearson
EMHC — Deacon Carl, Tom Starnes,
Isabel Stames
Porter — Rich Bassi, Mary Sandoval
Coffee & Donuts — Leanne Corsentino &
Jeff Huber

Funerals for the coming week:

Marie Strasia
August 6, 2026 Mass 10:00am

Art of Living books and workbooks are still
available in the parish office for your summer
faith formation.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK August 3*4 — August 9%
Monday: Jeremiah 28:1-17; Ps 119:29,43,79-80,95,102;

Mt 14:22-36
Tuesday: Jeremiah 30:1-2,12-15,18-22; Ps 102:16-18,19-23,29;

Mt 14:22-36
Wednesday: Jeremiah 31:1-7; Jeremiah 31:10-11,12ab-13;

Mt 15:21-28
Thursday: Dandel 7:9-10,13-14; Ps 97:1-2,5-6,9;

2 Peter 1:16-19; Mt 17:1-9
Friday: Nahum 2:1,3; 3:1-3,6-7;

Deut. 32:35cd-36ab,39abed 41; Mt 16:24-28
Saturday: Habakkuk 1:12-2:4; Ps 9:8-13; Mt 17:14-20
Sunda_v: 1 Kings 19:9a,11-13a; Ps 85:9,10,11-12,13-14;

Romans 9:1-5; Mt 14:22-33

The Annual Pilgrimage to the
Santuario de Chimayo is being
sponsored by Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Church on September 12, 2026. Stop
in San Luis, CO to pray the Stations of
the Cross on your own. Mass
celebrated in Chimayo at 2:00pm. The
cost is $130.00. For more information
call Sr. Andrea at Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel (719) 542-5952.

!'. Catholic Charities
'._ / \_.'.ml. ...(I'-:.....‘!‘- R | S I N G SO N

¥

AUGUST 13, 2026 GIST
PUEBLO UNION DEPOT
7:00 AM — 9:00 AM
BREAKFAST TICKETS: $20

*
SHOTGUN SCRAMBLE 8:00 AM

BREAKFAST & LUNCH INCLUDED
4-PERSON TEAM: $600
PRIZES J

) REGISTER, SPONSOR, OR GIVE
AT CCSOCO.ORG

9 OR SCAN THE QR CODE

QUESTIONS? khinkle@ccsoco.org | 719.568.4190
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Faith Formation

Praving all the children in the parish who are preparing to return to school this month have a blessed

and productive 2026-2027 school year.
“The soul grows by learning.” — St. Augustine

Faith Formation classes will begin on Sunday, September 13,
Sundays for the registration link and consent/authorization fo
year.

Catechist Meeting

Please be on the lookout in the coming
rm for the 2026-2027 Faith Formation

We will hold a catechists mtg for all new and returning catechists on Sunday August 23 at 9:30 am

in the parish office. Please do vour best to attend.

Universal
Chastity

You're Invited...
Annual Banquet Fundraiser

Friday, October 16, 2026 at 5:30PM
Pueblo Community College Student Center, 2 Floor,

Adult Faith Formation
will begin on
August 18 and will take place
Every Sunday 9:30am- 10:30am
in the hospitality room.

Education (UCE)

Obianuju Ekeocha "Uju”

‘h? ¢ rian l:ywom cwh
0
i$ considered the voice on
pro-ule.,lamny and
women'’s issues from the
African woman’s
perspective.

She authored
TorgetAfnca (02018) &
Af: done int rnews

Why support UCE?
Since 2004, UCE has tallied 933,000+
life-saving commitments to chastity in
Uganda, Burundi, Tanzania and the USA.
+ Tickets $65
* Buy a Table for 8 ($500) or % Table for 4 ($250)
* Bean EVENT Sponsor and get a Table for 8

ot

® HE
_gﬁ Thank you, Knights! | | Please Come!

‘as:,@\* v Knights of Columbus #12720
AT will SPONSOR the UCE Fundraiser

“Uju" has spoken in 24
ooumnes. Umted

-briehngs to lhe Eur
Partiament and US talo
Department. Mo

recently she was tho

Wmﬁ?ﬁ(c«mm; Sou (o Patear with the profits raised from the
March for Life . RSVP by October6 | AUGUST 30" Breakfast 8AM-12Noon
Information & Sponsorship Levels: Please call at Shrine of St Therese

Sarah 719-248-8828 or contact@uceglobal.org 300 Goodnight Ave, 81004

Catechist Retreat

OCIA CLASSES WITHDEACON CARL
COOK

will resume
TUESDAY, AUGUST 18th 6:15pm — 7:30pm

in the hospitality room. -

Who is OCIA for? O @ I A

Non-Catholics who want to find out more
about the Catholic Faith

Those who want to join the Catholic Church
through Baptism, or Profession of Faith

Those who were baptized Catholic as infants
but never received religious education,
Confirmation, or First Eucharist.

Please contact Deacon Carl in the parish

office if you have questions or are interested

in the OCIA program.

Saturday July 25% a retreat for catechists “The Gift of Jesus”
was held at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart. The retreat
was well attended by catechists in and around Pueblo.
Those in attendance participated in Lectio Divinia, small
group discussions, along with getting to listen to some very
moving and inspiring testimonies/talks. Confession and
Mass concluded the retreat. It was a beautiful time in
fellowship with our brothers and sisters in Christ and we
give great thanks for all the catechists that were able to
attend the retreat.

“Opportunities like this help me feel more comfortable in
my own faith which I know will ultimately help me to more
confidently instill the core Catholic habits and values in the
kids.”” Savannah Cordova, Confirmation catechist
“Ilearned a lot of new stuff about my faith and scripture
that I didn’t know before and now can use thatin classes
going forward.” Pablo Pedroza, Confirmation catechist




